
DISTRICT NEWS

SOUTH DAKOTA JANUARY 2018  /  1

  /
  J

A
N

U
A

R
Y 

2
0

1
8

SOUTH DAKOTA

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

M
ercy is what 
we have been 
emphasizing 

in the South Dakota 
District since the last 
district convention in 
2015, along with the 
theme: “Called Into 
Partnership–For Mercy 
(Diakonia).” Mercy describes God’s 
love toward us undeserving sinners. It 
describes our responses of love toward 
our neighbors, near and far. In short, 
those who have received the Lord’s 
mercy will, in turn, gladly show mercy 
to others.

How have we done that in our district 
in the current triennium? God has done 
that through you! In 2017, 41 Harvest 
Grants totaling $94,060 were given to 
encourage and support congregations 
and schools in planting the seed of the 
Gospel in their communities through 
mercy projects and Gospel-witness 
activities.

You have also shown mercy through 
your generous mission support, with 
our 107 congregations remitting about 
$1 million to the district in each of the 
last three years. For every dollar your 

congregation remits to the district, 
32 cents are sent to the Synod to 
support the Lord’s work in other 
places. The offerings we retain 
go to work to show mercy in 
many ways, including through 
the Native American mission work 
we do on the Rosebud and Pine Ridge 
reservations. The Revs. Andrew Utecht 
(Rosebud) and Albert Sutton (Pine 
Ridge) preach God’s Word to a grow-
ing number of people. Baptisms are 
increasing in number, too. And myriad 
are the other ways people are being 
helped through these pastors and the 
laypeople who help them.

Because of your congregation’s mission 
commitment to the district, the deaf are 

receiving God’s Word 
and hospital patients in 

Sioux Falls are being visited 
by the Rev. Matthew Nix. Your 

dollars help us to minister to college 
students at South Dakota State Univer-
sity and the University of South Dakota. 
And they help us to conduct workshops 
in rural ministry, stewardship, church 
planting and evangelism.

In the current triennium, in addition 
to the ministry carried out through the 
mission dollars the district receives, 
many of our congregations, Sunday 

See MESSAGE, page 2

District snapshot

Granting MERCY:
How have we done?

The choir of Zion, Delmont, sings 
during the new building dedication 
service in August. A tornado de-
stroyed the previous building in 2015.
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schools and other groups and individ-
uals rallied to the aid of Zion Lutheran 
Church, Delmont, after the devastating 
tornado in 2015. Thousands of dollars 
were given in a great show of mercy. The 
result is that Zion now has a new church 
building and parsonage.

What’s next for us in the South Dako-
ta District? “Behold Your God!” is the 
theme of the next district convention, to 
be held April 19-21 in Sioux Falls. In the 
next triennium, we will urge congrega-
tions, schools and each of you to point 
to Jesus, our Help and our Hope. Yes, 
behold Him! And trust Him.

We number about 30,000 souls in our 
South Dakota District of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. At the end of 
2016, our 107 congregations showed an 
average baptized membership of 278, an 
average confirmed membership of 217, 
with an average of 83 in worship. Thirty 
percent of the baptized are in worship 
on a given Sunday. About a genera-
tion ago (in 1994), our congregations 
averaged 302 baptized members, 231 
confirmed members and 115 in worship. 
Thirty-eight percent of the baptized 
were in worship on a given Sunday.

It is clear that our communities, schools 
and congregations, for the most part, 
have gotten smaller. This concerns us. 
But we must not become discouraged. 

Our smaller numbers might change the 
way we minister to others. But minister 
we must! There is always someone near 
us and someone far away who needs 
God’s mercy. Someone who needs to 
hear, “Behold your God!”

God calls us to do what we can, no mat-
ter how big or small our churches are, 
no matter how old or young each of us 

might be. For God loves us and He has 
blessed us with immeasurable mercies, 
including one very present, mighty and 
gracious Lord and Savior of us all — 
Jesus Christ!

In view of such mercy, we join our voic-
es with this note of praise, from Eph. 
3:20-21:

“Now to [God] who is able to do 
far more abundantly than all that 
we ask or think, according to the 
power at work within us, to Him be 
glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen.”

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
Rom. 1:16; Rom. 16:25-27 
“…not ashamed of the Gospel” (Rom. 1:16)

The congregation of First English Lutheran Church,  
Centerville, dedicated its new Fellowship Hall on Sunday, 
Oct. 1. 

The first Project Committee meeting was held in 2010. In 
January 2012, the congregation purchased adjacent prop-
erty and construction began in the fall of 2014. The South 
Dakota District Church Extension Fund provided loan 
funding; and the members worked on the interior to finish 
the work. 

The hall includes a kitchen, handicap-access entrance, 
bathrooms and also some improvements to the sidewalks 
around the church. 

Pastors present for the dedication were, from left, the Revs. Charles 
Kramer, former vacancy pastor; Ray Adams (1984-92); Daniel  
Redhage (2006-14) and Jesse Davis, who currently serves First  
English and Zion, Centerville.

First English celebrates 
new fellowship hall

South Dakota District

by the numbers
ABOUT
30,000 
MEMBERS

IN 107 
CONGREGATIONS

Baptized
membership

Confirmed
membership

Worship
attendance

278 217 832016

1994 302 231 115

Average

Congregations should be on the 
lookout this month for a mailing 
from LCMS Rosters, Statistics and 
Research Services on reporting your 
2017 statistics. The mailing provides 
information on how to submit online 
figures for such things as member-
ship, worship attendance and contri-
butions from members. Reports are 
due by Feb. 28.

Please report 
your stats
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.

com
or  
 ▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the March issue is 
Jan. 15.

Please send photos with a minimum 
resolution of 300 dpi. Digital submis-
sions are preferred. 

CALL  
INFORMATION

ACCEPTED
▶  The Rev. Brian Lemcke, Holy Trinity, 

Mound City, Mo., accepted a call 
from Zion/Emmaus, Delmont/Tripp, 
Nov. 20.

PENDING
▶  The Rev. Adam Welton, Zion/Trinity, 

Presho/Reliance, received a call from 
Our Savior, Vernal, Utah, Nov. 5; and 
from St. Peter, Wentworth, Nov. 26.

DECLINED
▶  The Rev. Dr. Aaron Stinnett, 

Redeemer, Mandeville, La., declined 
a call from Mount Calvary, Huron, 
Nov. 29.

▶  The Rev. Steven Weispfennig, St. 
John’s, Yankton, declined a call from 
Bethany, Vacaville, Calif., Nov. 30.

▶  The Rev. John Shank, Trinity Luther-
an Ministries, Edwardsville, Ill., 

declined a call from Our Savior/St. 
John, Aberdeen/Columbia, Dec. 2.

▶  The Rev. Ryan Drevlow, Our 
Redeemer, Sioux Falls, declined a 
call from Mount Olive, Norfolk, Neb., 
Nov. 25.

▶  The Rev. Jacob T. Mueller, Holy 
Cross, Emma, Mo., declined a call 
from Our Savior/St. John, Aberdeen/
Columbia, Oct. 27.

▶  The Rev. Jason Taylor, Zion, New 
Palestine, Ind., declined a call from 
Zion, Rapid City, Oct. 22.

RETIRED
▶  The Rev. Dwaine Doremus, St. 

Peter, Wentworth, Nov. 30.

VACANCIES
▶  Aberdeen/Columbia, Our Savior/St. 

John
▶  Alcester, Peace
▶  Delmont/Tripp, Zion/Emmaus
▶  Huron, Mount Calvary
▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Marion/Parker, Bethesda/First 

The South Dakota District is thankful 
for its partnership in the Gospel with 
its congregations and schools. Working 
together, the district is able to share 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in 
various places around South Dakota and 
the world through many different types 
of ministry and service. Through our 
congregations’ generous offerings to the 
district, together we are able to:
➢  Support the miSSion and miniStry 

of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod.

➢  Share the love of JeSuS with our Na-
tive American brothers and sisters on 
two of South Dakota’s Native Ameri-
can reservations.

➢  provide Word and Sacrament miniS-
try to students attending South Dako-
ta State University and the University 
of South Dakota.

➢  encourage and Strengthen our 
district pastors, DCEs and Lutheran 
school teachers through continuing 
education.

➢  fund a chaplain to make hospital vis-
its in Sioux Falls when a home pastor 
is unable to travel.

➢  Support Seminary education in 
Novosibirsk, a city in Siberia, Russia, 
through the Rev. Alan Ludwig and 

Together in Mission.

➢  provide for deaf miniStry in Sioux 
Falls and around South Dakota.

These are just a few examples of the 
Gospel work that is made possible 
by the generous congregations of the 
South Dakota District. The district 
seeks to be good stewards of the con-
gregations’ gifts and offerings.

English
▶  Midland/Norris, St. Peter/St. John
▶  Milbank, Emanuel
▶  Plankinton/White Lake, St. Paul/

Trinity
▶  Rapid Zion (associate pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial (associate pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Zion (assistant pastor)

▶  St. Peter, Wentworth

Thank you! The Rev. Alan 
Ludwig, shown 
here teaching at 
Mekane Yesus 
Seminary in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, 
is a theological 
educator in Sibe-
ria, Russia, and 
receives support 
from the South 
Dakota District.
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Ready for a fresh start?
Happy New Year! 
It’s 2018! Out 
with the old, in 
with the new! 

Some of us 
need an ex-
cuse to clean 

out old things 
in closets and 
drawers, and the 
new year seems to 
bring that opportunity. It’s cold outside, 
and while staying inside, what better 
way to use your time? Or maybe you 
like to get a fresh start on yourself with 
your diet, exercise and devotion time, 
among other activities. No matter how 
much effort I put into any of these, I 
seem to fall short of accomplishing all 

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

With love from Lisa

that needs to be done. 

Since I fail daily, I am so thankful that I 
am not in charge of my salvation.

When Jesus died on the cross:
“He died for all, that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves 
but for him who for their sake died 
and was raised.” 2 Cor. 5:15 

Jesus gave us a fresh start, and we have 
the freedom to live our lives in thank-
fulness, serving God by serving others. 
When I see fresh fallen snow that 
blankets the earth, I think of that fresh 
start that Jesus provided at the cross. Is. 
1:18 tells us: 

“Come now, let us reason together, 
says the Lord; though your sins 
are like scarlet, they shall be as 

white as snow; though they are red 
like crimson, they shall become 
like wool.”

Will your society look at a getting a 
fresh start this year? Maybe you will 
invite someone to your Bible study 
who hasn’t gone before, or develop a 
friendship with someone by going out 
for lunch together.

God bless you as you begin this new 
year, knowing that you have a fresh 
start each day because of Jesus. To Him 
be all glory, forever!

Pierre Zone 
report

As I write this, I am no longer 
serving as Pierre Zone presi-
dent. At our fall rally, elections 
were held with Jan Larson of 
Faith, Pierre, being elected as 
our new president. We also 
elected a new vice-president 
and secretary/treasurer.

The Rev. Benjamin Theiss, pas-
tor, Holy Cross/Trinity/Imman-
uel, Onida/Blunt/Harrold, led 
us in a Bible study on free will. 
It was an interesting study with 
many questions presented.

I would like to take this op-
portunity to say thank you to 
all the members of the Pierre 
Zone as well as the Board of 
Directors. I have enjoyed my 
time serving with you all, and 
look forward to serving in this 
new year.
Mary Jo Stier

The Sioux Falls Zone is looking forward 
to hosting you for the 2018 LWML South 
Dakota District Convention. We are already 
working to make your visit an outstanding 
experience.

I am eager to help as convention chairman. 
Since all of you may not know me, here is 
a brief bio: I was South Dakota District 
president from 1996 to 2000, having also 
served as mission projects VP, meeting 
manager, Mission-Ministry Vision (MMV) 
consultant, program resources chairperson 
and district retreat co-chairperson. 

On the national level, I have been VP of 
Special Focus Ministries, meeting manager 
and committee chairman for the LWML 
32nd Biennial Convention in 2007 in Sioux 
Falls, while also serving on the Board of 
Directors and the Nominating, Gospel 
Outreach and Convention Programming 
committees for the 36th Biennial Conven-
tion in 2015 in Des Moines, Iowa.

We are hoping and praying that some 300 
women and men will gather in Sioux Falls, 
June 1-2 for the district biennial conven-

tion. We will celebrate 75 years as a district, 
God’s grace to our district and to each of 
us, and His steadfast love for all under the 
theme “Sharing God’s Love from Genera-
tion to Generation” (from Ps. 100:5):

“For the Lord is good; his steadfast 
love endures forever, and his faithful-
ness to all generations.”

As convention chairman, I will be very 
pleased to see all generations from all parts 
of the state gather in Sioux Falls to cele-
brate and share what God has done. We will 
be a significant witness to the city!

Pat Reichert
Convention Chairperson

Coming this summer: district convention!
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

All things  
 new
Are you all settled 
into the new year? 
We like new op-
portunities with 
new beginnings, 
and thoughts 
of new family 
vacation plans 
and new ways to 
make money for 
this new year. 
There’s something 
about newness 
that excites us. 
Who doesn’t like a 
fresh start?

It doesn’t take us long to settle in and 
get comfortable in the new year. It’s 
refreshing to move from an old thing to 
something new and exciting, some-
thing even better. We are determined 
to not be bothered by the mistakes and 
circumstances of the past. 

“Behold the old has gone, and the new 
has come!” This too is at the heart of 
God when he discusses Israel’s unfaith-
fulness in Is. 43:18-19:

“Remember not the former things, 
nor consider the things of old. 
Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? I will make a way in 
the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert.” 

It’s good that we can, as St. Paul says in 
Phil. 3:13: “Forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies 
ahead,” especially when it comes to our 
sins and past mistakes. We don’t stay 
nestled into our old anxieties over the 
future or our ancient guilt from the past 
(Matt. 6:25-34). That’s where the devil 
would keep us. We don’t get comfort-

able with a lifestyle that doesn’t please 
God (1 Cor. 6:12-20; Titus 2:11-14) or 
become cozy with people whose actions 
compromise our faith (Titus 3:10-11). 
We don’t stay hunkered down away 
from the traditions of the Christian 
Church, which has come together 
weekly for more than 2,000 years (Heb. 
10:25). On Sundays, the Saints of God 
are gathered to celebrate the victory 
that is theirs in the Lord of Life, and in 
the One who is King over death and sin.

God has already condemned and 
punished your sin in Christ. Don’t settle 
into staying away from that. Come as 
you are. Come as often and get as much 
of Jesus as you can. Take and eat, take 
and drink, His very body and blood are 
given for you. Jesus sets us free from 
Satan’s clutch on our lives. 

Jesus empties the power of death and 
sin over us. Jesus gives our lives value. 
Jesus sets the lowly in families and 
redeems our life from the pit. Jesus 
crowns us with steadfast love and 
mercy. God doesn’t dwell on the old; 
in fact, He hurls our iniquities into the 
depths of the sea. He casts our sin into 
the waters.

In your Baptism, God is doing a new 
thing. In Baptism, the old Adam is 
drowned and the new Adam emerges 
daily to live a God-pleasing life through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
He is a new creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has 
come.” 2 Cor. 5:17

In Jesus, the work of the LWML South 
Dakota District is blessed as we are 
made new, spotless and perfect in the 
eyes of our God.

We always joke that Lutherans don’t 
like change, but that’s exactly what a 
new year brings. That’s exactly what 
Jesus brings. “For at one time you were 
darkness...” (Eph. 5:8). As we settle in 
to His perfect love, we change to be 
more like Him. We walk and live in the 
light of Christ our Savior. We can adjust 
to change and whatever life brings be-
cause we have Jesus with us, in us, near 
us and as One who is for us. 

PRAYER: Please God, don’t let me 
settle into being my old sinful self and 
what I want to be; change me to be 
more like you. May you become greater, 
may I become less in this coming year. 
In Your Name I ask it. Amen. 

Greetings! The new year has arrived 
and I am asking you to turn in you Offi-
cer Reports. You may find the forms at 
sdlwml.org; click “LWML SD District 
Forms & Helps.” The officer report 
forms are in two formats (please choose 
the one that pertains to your office): 
➢  a PDF file that you print, fill in and 

mail; or, 

➢  an Excel form that you fill out, save 
and email.
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REMINDER: reports are due
Society presidents need to send reports 
to the zone secretary by Jan. 15, and 
zone secretary reports are due to the 
district secretary by Feb. 1. If you have 
questions or concerns, you may contact 
me at smswanson@midstatesd.net.

I am looking forward to seeing every-
one at the LWML district convention in 
June. Thank you and God’s blessings. 
Susan Swanson
LWML South Dakota District secretary

Rev. Joshua  
Baumann
LWML District  
Counselor
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Prayer 
requests

JANUARY

Ess ay Co n t E s t

What you 
need to know
Students will write a life-affirming essay 
that must be based on the 2018 LFL 
conference theme “From Age to Age the 
Same,” based on Is. 46: 3b-4: You “have 
been borne by me from before your 
birth, carried from the womb; even to 
your old age I am he, and to gray  hairs 
I will carry you. I have made, and I will 
bear; I will carry and will save.”

Grades 6-8 shall write up to 400 words; 
grades 9-12 up to 750 words.

Students are competing for $100 for 
first place and $50 for second place in 
each grade category. Winning stu-
dents will have their essays entered in 
a national Lutherans For Life contest. 
The grand prize for the winning entry at 
each level is $250 plus free conference 
registration to the 2018 Lutherans For 
Life Conference Oct. 12-13 in St. Louis 
and one night lodging at the conference 
hotel.

Students who are members of a Luther-
an church or who attend a Lutheran 
school in South Dakota are eligible to 
enter.

Examples of essay topics include 
abortion, the handicapped, infanticide, 
cloning, stem cell research, physician 
assisted suicide or euthanasia. All sourc-
es for references, statistics and quotes 
should be incorporated within the essay 
and then included in a bibliography at 
the end.

Word document entries shall be re-
ceived at jjohns8@yahoo.com by April 1. 
Questions about this contest should be 
directed to this email address. Complete 
rules and judging rubric can be found at 
lutheransforlifesd.org.

The annual meeting of Lu-
therans For Life of South 
Dakota, Inc. will be held 

at 1 p.m. on Jan. 27 at Mount 
Calvary Lutheran Church, 
Huron. 

All friends of life are invited 
and encouraged to attend for this 
time of sharing, learning and fellow-

Meet us in Huron for the annual meeting
ship. All life teams and life 
chapters are urged to bring 

a report of 2017 activities. A 
business meeting and pro-
gram will be held. 

The regular quarterly meet-
ing of the Board of Directors 

will follow the annual meeting. The 
snow date is Feb. 3.

Jan. 1: For our Lutheran congregations, that God will equip 
our pastors to boldly preach His Word.

Jan. 8: For our brothers and sisters in Christ so we willingly 
serve our Lord. 

Jan. 15: For the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision to be 
overturned this year.

Jan. 22: For the work of Lutherans For Life, that the Lord will 
provide us with the strength to encourage others in all stages 
of life. 

Jan. 29: For our nation’s leaders and for God’s guidance in 
their decision making in America.

Lutherans For Life 
of South Dakota, 
Inc. is encouraging 
everyone to join 
us in prayer with 
a specific topic 
each week. Each 
month we will list a 
suggested subject 
of prayer.

Martin Luther knew the importance of family 
teaching. A much-neglected part of his Small Cate-
chism comes just under the heading for each of the 
six chief parts: “As the head of the family should 
teach them in a simple way to his household.” Ev-
ery confirmation student should require his or her 
parents (especially fathers) to memorize this!

The Christian family setting provides opportu-
nities for such teaching of God’s Word and the 
value God gives to human life. The family setting 
provides opportunities to model what is being 
taught. When spouses respect each other as gifts 
from God, and when parents respect their children 
as gifts from God, respect for human life is learned 
as naturally as saying “please” and “thank you.”

—  Rev. Dr. James Lamb  
former executive director, Lutherans For Life

Fatherhood
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By Diane Falin
(Reprinted from Porcupine Newsletter,  
Fall 2017)

Summer and fall seem to have flown 
by as we continue to have worship 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation. 

Nice weather makes things a bit easier 
for us since we don’t have to heat the 
building or shovel snow. Our attendance 
is increasing with more adult visitors. 
Many come to ask for prayers or advice. 

The Rev. Albert Sutton is good to listen, 
pray and counsel, when he can. He 
makes hospital visits, does house bless-
ings and even attends wakes to stand 
alongside those to whom he ministers. 
We often have interesting questions, like 
the one asked by a 5-year-old boy during 
his first visit to our church. While Diane 
was helping him with his craft, he slowly 
walked up to the altar and pointed at 
it with a quiet, “Is Jesus in there?” This 
gave her a very good opportunity to tell 
him how powerful and almighty Jesus is 
and that He is with us wherever we are. 
He loves, cares and forgives us. He is 
more powerful than any superhero. 

Fall brought our annual outreach invita-
tion, giving us opportunities to let many 
know about our church services, what 
we teach and believe, and to show love 
to all who come. In September, we had a 
barbecue after a worship service. This is 
well received as many do not have grills, 

Fun and fellowship at  
Pine Ridge Reservation

or even the food to cook. We always get 
many thanks and comments on how 
delicious the food is. 

Pamphlets are handed out to everyone, 
letting them know about our church, 
worship times and that all are welcome. 
This year, Diane put together individual 
bags with the ingredients for a S’more 
and a heart with the words, “Forgive 
and then Forgive S’more.” This also went 
well with the sermon and the Sun-
day-school lesson on God’s forgiveness 
as told us in Matthew 6 and 18. Many 
of the children had never had a S’more 
and even some adults mentioned they 
had heard of S’mores but never had one. 

They were a big hit, especially getting 
to roast their own marshmallows on 
the same grill that our great cook, Jim 
Tilley, was using to cook many hot dogs 
and hamburgers. 

Larry Belitz provided a message of 
God’s love and forgiveness and a nice 
craft for the day, which is to be used as a 
Christian witness. 

Another activity our people enjoy is 
having their picture taken and receiving 
their own print. Diane especially makes 
it a priority to take pictures during their 
Baptism for a reminder of that special 
day when they became a child of God. 
A teenager and his uncle were recently 
baptized. There are now some who have 
started coming to worship with their 
children who came for several years 
during their childhood. This is such a 
blessing and an encouragement for the 
worship team.

In October we focused on the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. At least 
50 people went home with a Luther 
Seal and the explanation of what it 
means to Martin Luther and us as 
Christians. Another annual outreach in 
the Porcupine area is the Fall Christian 
Carnival. The worship service was well 
attended. Sutton gave a wonderful 
message on prayer, using an example of 
his and his wife’s prayer for a lost barn 
kitten that seems quite trivial for our 
almighty God’s concern. The message 

See PINE RIDGE, page 8
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REFORMATION CELEBRATIONS

The Huron Circuit celebrated the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation 
on Sunday, Nov. 5, at Mount Calvary, 
Huron. The Rev. Dr. Cameron MacK-
enzie, chairman of the department of 
Historical Theology and holder  of the 
Forrest E. and Frances H. Ellis Chair 
in German Reformation Studies at 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., served as preacher for 
the service. He also gave a presenta-
tion titled “It’s Still All About Jesus.” 
About 150 people were in attendance.

Members of the congregations of 
the Sioux Falls Circuit gathered for 
a celebration on Sunday, Oct. 29, at 
the Brandon Valley Performing Arts 
Center.

The Rev. Dr. Wallace Schulz, editor 
of Good News magazine and former 
speaker of The Lutheran Hour and 
LCMS vice-president, was the preach-
er. Schulz was born and raised in 
Parkston.

After the service, a German meal 
was served. Proceeds from ticket sales 
for the meal benefited three min-
istries in Sioux Falls: Alpha Center, 
which provides women with pregnan-
cy testing, resources and counseling; 
The Banquet, a feeding ministry that 
serves the hungry; and The Commu-
nity Outreach, whose mission is to 
“partner in Christian ministry to share 
hope and provide tools for daily liv-
ing.” Each ministry received $2,295. 

Huron CirCuit

From left, (front 
row) the Revs. 
Dan Domke, Dr. 
Cameron MacK-
enzie; (back row) 
Peter Utecht, Dr. 
Dale Sattgast, 
Scott Spiehs and 
Richard Weeman.

Sioux FallS CirCuit

PINE RIDGE 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7)

came through loud and clear that God 
cares for us and everything great and 
small in our lives. He hears and answers 
our prayers. I am sure you will be happy 
that the kitten was at their door two 
days later. 

After a lesson on Luther and the Refor-
mation, a delicious meal was served and 
many enjoyed the fun carnival. Some of 
the adults were at first thinking it was 
mostly for children, but many adults 
took part as well. 

Many of you support us with your 
prayers, encouragement, gifts and help. 

We sincerely thank you for that. Please 
keep our newly baptized in prayer and 
also many who are struggling with 
addictions, broken relationships and 
depression. Especially pray for Manuel, 
who has voluntarily gone for treatment. 
As we enter the Advent and Christmas 
season, please pray for our mission team 
and those God sends to hear His Word. 


